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 The Headwaters, Cedar Swamp Pond At The Center Of The ACEC  

The water quality impacts and the water withdrawals in the area of the headwaters create many of the River’s problems down stream. 


While much of the River is characterized as having high nutrient levels, water quality data collected in the stressed Upper Sudbury River and its tributaries during 2007 & 2008 has confirmed low-levels of Total & Ortho Phosphorous as well as Nitrate Nitrogen.  The locations and procedures for 
the data collection are described in the Quality Assurance Project Plan 
(QAPP) of the Upper Sudbury River Partnership. The study, managed by the Cedar Swamp Conservation Trust (CSCT), was funded by grants CSCT received from the EOEEA & the Greater Worcester Community Foundation. 


There are no Wastewater Treatment Facilities (WWTF) currently discharging into the Upper Sudbury River.


The Goal of this Project is to preserve the current water quality levels through the relocation of the planned Hopkinton WWTF.


The Planned Hopkinton WWTF ground discharge is located approximately 200 feet from the Whitehall Brook, a designated Outstanding Resource Water 
(ORW) and a main tributary of the Cedar Swamp ACEC and the Sudbury River. Sites on the Whitehall Brook and other tributaries which are ORWs are included in the Water Monitoring Study.


The traveltime of the wastewater discharge from the planned WWTF to the Whitehall Brook has been estimated by the project’s consultants to be as short as one month.  Studies done by the USGS have shown that when ground discharge WWTFs are not properly located away from surface waters and in areas having properly characterized soils the discharge will cause degradation of the water body.


The Alternative Site And Its benefits To The Sudbury River Watershed


The alternative site in Hopkinton is a 10.57 acre parcel of uplands adjacent to route 495 in the upper watershed of the Indian Brook.  


The Indian Brook is the most significant tributary supporting the Hopkinton State Park Reservoir. The Brook and Reservoir have been stressed by regional demands brought on by increased development. The water levels at the Reservoir can trigger a reduction in the water withdrawals supporting the Ashland & Hopkinton Municipal Water Systems. The Reservoir and the Brook support ecosystems and wildlife as well as recreational activities at the 
State Park.


Indian Brook August 2005 & July 2007
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Project Benefits

*   Eliminates Added Nutrient Loading to 
the Sudbury River & the Whitehall

*   Increased Stream Flow to Indian Brook After Extended Traveltime of Ground Discharged  

          Wastewater

*   Increased Flow to the Hopkinton State Park Reservoir

*   Improved Recreational Conditions at 
the State Park Reservoir

*   Increased Water Available at the Howe Street Wells for the Municipal Water Systems of     

         Ashland & Hopkinton 

*   Increased Flow to the Sudbury River

                                             Scope Of Work


Publish RFP for Hydrogeology Study for Alternate Site, which has 


shown superior characteristics for ground discharge to the Whitehall 


Brook site during a previous review. 


 Oversee Hydrogeology Study 



Support the Permitting of WWTF at Alternate Site.

                          Support Site Land acquisition

       The Cedar Swamp Conservation Trust (CSCT) is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organizations whose volunteers focus their efforts on the protection of the Cedar Swamp Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC) and the resources of the Upper Sudbury River Watershed. The Cedar Swamp ACEC was the first ACEC designated in the State. The Cedar Swamp ACEC and the Denny, Jackstraw, Piccadilly, Rutters and Whitehall Brooks found in the upper watershed are classified as Outstanding Resource Waters (ORWs). ORWs are given a greater level 
of protection under state and federal water quality standards against water quality 
degradation.

      CSCT’s volunteers are from the upper watershed towns of Hopkinton, Southborough and Westborough. The Upper Sudbury Watershed supports water supplies for part of Westborough’s Municipal Water System and all of Ashland and Hopkinton’s Municipal Systems as well as hundreds of private wells in Hopkinton. The stresses from these cumulative withdrawals as well as the impacts from stormwater pollutants in this rapidly developing area are all felt in the downstream segments of the river.

Cedar Swamp Conservation Trust (CSCT), PO Box 996, Westborough, MA 01581


Phone 508-633-0372, Email trustees@csctrust.org, Web www.csctrust.org    


