Michael Shepard, Announcement relative to another term on the Board of Selectmen
Three years ago, about this time of year, I left my position as Building Inspector in Hopkinton to work for the Town of Brookline as Zoning Administrator.  As many of you are aware, I have spent most of my life in Town, and Karen and I have raised our five children here.  Hopkinton is our home, and it will always be our home.  We have always felt a responsibility to give back to our community for the pleasure of living and raising our children here.

When my move to Brookline became public knowledge, I was approached by some people to throw my hat in the ring for the Selectmen’s race.  At first, for about three weeks, I declined the offer as I had plenty on my plate with the new position.  As you may recall, during this period our Town was the subject of many jokes and ridicule in the Metro-West area.  The dynamic on the Board of Selectmen was contentious and, at the least, lacked civility.  Having always been proud of our community, I thought I might be able to help the situation, and with the support of my family and friends, decided to run.
Among my goals while serving on the Board was to return Hopkinton to its well deserved status as a community of which we can all be proud.  I tried to be fair without being heavy-handed.  I tried to listen to all sides of a situation and not comment until I had enough information to form an opinion.  I always supported the fact that we were a Board, and while individual bias was ok, it was the vote of the Board that mattered.  I won some and lost some, but I always supported the vote of the Board and never pandered to political shenanigans or tried to sell my case in the media.  I firmly believe both of these tactics undermine the credibility of the Board of Selectmen.  The current Board is well balanced and respectful of each other’s concerns without being divisive or rude.
Some of my tenure was fraught with disappointment.  The property that was formerly a gravel pit in Woodville, (yes I know the name, I just cannot say it), is a potential treasure trove to accommodate the needs of the Town.  All of the currently proposed uses for the site, with the exception of the DPW facility, I have enthusiastically supported and there may be many other possibilities that also respect the need for open space.  Due to the residence of one of my children, I have not been able to speak to these issues, which has been extremely frustrating.  
I am excited for the Town as we move to appoint our next Town Manager.  We have always been blessed because our citizens stand up and volunteer for various Boards.  They bring intelligence and a wealth of experience that we could not possibly otherwise afford.  I will always be thankful for their workmanlike manner and dedication.
I shall not run again for Selectman in Hopkinton.  This decision did not come easily or without input from my family and friends.  I leave the Board in a better place three years after my election due primarily to the cooperation and hard work of others.  I look forward to the next couple of months as we work out the budget and articles for Town Meeting.  We have work to do in the appointment of our next Town Manager and the Fire Chief, hopefully shortly thereafter.  Thank you for the opportunity to serve as it has been a distinct honor and privilege. 
