August 27, 2008

Mr. Charles D. Rennick

Executive Office of Transportation & Public Works

10 Park Plaza, Suite 3170

Boston, MA 02116

Re: 701 CMR 7:00 – Use of Flaggers and Police Details on Public Works Projects

Dear Mr. Rennick:
On behalf of the Hopkinton Board of Selectmen I would like to express our concern over proposed language in the draft of 701 CMR 7:00 dated August 12, 2008. 

We fully support the concept of using Road Flaggers to control traffic at some construction sites. However, we are very concerned with the concept of a so called Authorized Representative of the Awarding Authority being the best person to ensure that the public safety needs of our community are met. Our local Police Chief is responsible for ensuring the safety of our community. This includes the impact a construction project may have on that safety. We cannot hold the Police Chief responsible when the authority to ensure a safe work zone has been stripped from that position and transferred to an Authorized Representative of a contractor. 
We respectfully ask you to leave the authority to determine the appropriateness of the use of Road Flaggers, the numbers of Flaggers or Police Details, the placement of these individuals, the hours of work, and traffic planning in the hands of our local public safety officials. 
We further request that you delay implementation of these regulations until July 1, 2009. This will allow Hopkinton and other concerned communities in the Commonwealth time at our annual town meeting to consider the adoption of a local traffic control by-law prior to implementation. 

We take the safety of people traveling in Hopkinton seriously. We believe their safety is best served by local control of our local traffic. We applaud the efforts of your office in your attempt to implement a meaningful road flagger program throughout the Commonwealth.  
Sincerely yours,
Brian J. Herr









Chairman
cc:  Police Chief Thomas Irvin 






      Anthony J. Troiano, Town Manager 
