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Volume XXV, Summer/Fall

  


September 2007

A Word from the President

David Goldman

Dear Friend of the Hopkinton Area Land Trust,

As summer fades into fall and most of us are getting ready to send the kids back to school, the Trust would like to relate the recent events that occurred.  First and foremost, the Trust is in the process of extending the Karl Mighton Memorial Trail in the North Mill property.  This is being accomplished by Jon Taros as his Boy Scout Eagle Project.  The trail extension will take the trail all the way out to East Street, with a new loop back starting at the old/new trail juncture and going back to the North Mill Street entrance.  The extension will include a new foot bridge crossing of a stream and three benches along the new sections of the trail.  The Trust is planning a trail opening ceremony in early October.  Part of this work is being supported by a State of Massachusetts, Department of Conservation and Recreation, Greenways Grant.  The grant was written by Trust Director Ed Brohm.  We were recently informed that the Trust has won the Grant for $3,000.  However, as part of the grant, the Trust must raise a percentage of the total cost or about $800.  Please help us raise this amount with your donations so that we can meet the requirements of the grant.
This is also an equally exciting time for the Trust because we are about to take ownership of 65 acres of open space in the Eagle Farms/Hopkinton Highlands II subdivision. This property is being donated by Toll Brothers, the subdivision developer. They are also donating a Conservation Restriction to the town to be held by the Conservation Commission.  The land is particularly nice because it contains several cart path trails that are already in place.  This property is a key section of the Trust vision for a Greenway circling the town.  It completes the Northeast section of the trail system. So now one can take a walk starting at the Ashland line and proceed through the Brook Hollow/Susan DeGozzaldi Trail, along Cross Street for a short distance to the Amy and Rolf Andersen Trail in the Brick Hill Estates project, through a short section of Weston Nurseries land to the state park.  Then across Route 85 to the Hopkinton Highlands III, Hopkinton Highlands II, Hopkinton Highlands I properties and finally onto the Sudbury Valley Trustees trail in Highland Park, winging up at the Sudbury River on the northern edge of town.

In other happenings, the Trust now has a web page, courtesy of HopNews, that provides all the trail maps.  Coming soon to this web page will be GPS data for each trail that is being generously provided by John Ritz. 

In addition the Trust awarded two scholarships to two Hopkinton High School students in June (see page four of this newsletter).  Finally, I would like to appeal to each of you to begin to think about donating to the Trust.  As evidenced by the work that I have described above, the Trust is in need of your donations that have been given so generously in the past.  We at the Trust certainly appreciate it and the results of these donations should be evident from the gains that the Trust has made over the past 12 years.  Please accept my personal thanks to each of you who have made donations to the Trust in the past.

Very truly yours,


David Goldman, President

MESSY DOG SHOW

By Betty Fitzpatrick

One summer morning in 1955, we were on our way to a dog show in Newton with our year old Springer male.  This would be his first show, and we hoped he would remember his manners.  The most serious competitive class is “Open Dog”. These dogs are mature and ready to compete.  Two other classes are available for beginner, less mature dogs. American Bred and Bred by Exhibitor.  Since we had bred our dog ourselves, we put him in the Bred by Exhibitor class.

The show was in a field surrounded by woods, with a large tent set up in case of rain.  Since they were predicting thunderstorms in the afternoon, we hoped to be judged in the outside ring before that occurred.

We parked the car in the hot, sunny field and hurried to get our dog crate in the shade of the woods.  Since this was an unbenched show, you are left on your own to provide for your dog.  We took our trimming table and dog to a large tent set up, to get him ready for the ring.  The tent was jammed.  Tables set very close together.  Since our dog loved people and other dogs, he was jumping for joy!

We set up next to a couple with a young English Setter pup, who was thrilled to see our dog.  The young couple smiled and suggested we let them get acquainted and maybe they would calm down.  It didn’t work very well, but we managed to settle them down enough to get brushed.  A lot of people at dog shows are too competitive and not particularly friendly.  I always thought this childish.  The English Setter couple were delightful and we enjoyed their company.  Our class was first, so they came with us to our ring.

When I was entering the ring, the pup jumped his front feet on to this woman’s lap to give her a kiss and knocked off her glasses.  The steward pushed us into the ring so fast I never had a chance to speak to her.  I was furious with my pup, and snapped the leash to get his attention.  He sensed my fury and settled down nicely.  He showed very well and we placed second.  A little fury goes a long way!  When I came out of the ring, I went to apologize to the woman.  She said she was a great dog lover and it was the best kiss she’d had all day.

By early afternoon, the thunderstorm came, sending down torrents of rain.  We put our dog in the crate, in the car and put on our rain gear.  When we got back to the tent, the English Setter pup had gotten loose and was happily running in the rain and rolling in the mud.  He was a mess!  It took fourteen of us to catch him.  We had less than an hour to get him ready for the ring.  And guess what!  Even the snobby, unfriendly people showed up with towels and hair dryers to help!  We hosed him down; it seemed like hours to get the mud out of his coat.  We stripped the water off with our hands, and used about 20 towels 

to wipe him down.  We blew him with four hair dryers to dry him.  He was thrilled, he hadn’t had this much attention in his whole life!  We all went down to the ring together.  He looked wonderful.  One would never suspect that he had been a mud ball an hour earlier.  He did well and placed third.  It always amazes me how people come together in an emergency.  Snobby, unfriendly, even mean people become decent and good, mostly for the love of a dog.  It was a nice feeling driving home that night.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------

HOPKINTON SPRINGS HOTEL AND RESORT

By Gail Clifford

Hopkinton Springs was one of the earliest summer resorts in this area.  In 1816, Mr. Joel Norcross discovered several springs on his land on what is now Spring Street.  He had the water tested by a Boston doctor, and found that the water was heavily mineralized with magnesium, iron and sulfur.  Soaking in such springs for health reasons was a desirable and fashionable commodity in those days, and he decided to capitalize.  He built and opened a hotel near the springs and advertised benefits for both health and pleasure.  Clients came from Boston, Worcester, and other areas around, at first by stage, then by train when the Boston/Worcester railroad opened in 1834.  The Westborough stop was only about 3 miles away.  

Access by rail sharply increased the number of clients, and, joined by his son Josiah, Mr. Norcross enlarged the hotel and made many improvements.  A 25 foot bathhouse was built near the most popular spring, and the water was heated with a system of flues and conduits.  

About 1836, a company of investors was formed for the purpose of building a new and larger hotel on the property.  This was to be a four-story building with attic and basement.  The first floor would be the common rooms, parlor and dining area.  The top three floors would be the sleeping rooms and apartments.  The kitchen, laundry, and storerooms would be in the basement.  The new hotel would be 100 feet by 50 feet, with an ell of 90 feet by 48 feet.

The old hotel would be kept as an overflow, for invalids, and others wanting the peace and quiet of a smaller area, as well as those that just could not afford the new hotel’s rates.  The Hopkinton Springs Company was incorporated in April of 1837.  However, 1837 was a year of national financial panic leading to about five years of economic depression. The company never got off the ground, and the new hotel was never built.

Mr. Norcross continued receiving guests at the old hotel until 1859.  He closed the resort that fall, and never reopened in the spring.  He was ill and his wife had passed away, so he sold the business and moved to Westborough.  The new owner did nothing to the property, and shortly thereafter the hotel burned down.  The bathhouse and other out buildings were sold and moved elsewhere.

Nowadays, the site of the springs is easily reached by a short trail from the cul-de-sac on Lyford Street off of Spring Street.  Some stonework remains, but the hydrology has changed and although the area has wetlands, the springs are no longer visible.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------

HIDDEN JEWELS: TRAILS IN HOPKINTON 

By Mavis O’Leary

In the recent survey mailed to all Town residents because of the Open Space and Recreation Plan Review process a subject frequently cited was “Trails”. A number of survey participants asked for information on how to find the many “Trails” located in Hopkinton. This article is a brief attempt to provide some information for finding some of the Hidden Jewels of Hopkinton, its Trails.

OPEN SPACE PRESERVATION COMMISSION (OSPC) created at Town Meeting in 1998, approved by State legislature in 1999 made their first land purchase in 2000, a 120-acre parcel of Cameron family property on Wood Street. In 2003, an additional 7-acre parcel of land purchased from the Phipps family added to the OSPC holdings. The combination of the Cameron and Phipps property has a network of trails used by hikers, bikers and horseback riders. Parking and access for these trails is most convenient off Winter Street, 0.9 miles from Wood (Rt. 135) and Winter Street intersection. 

The OSPC printed its first Trail Guide and Maps book in 2005. The introduction beautifully describes Hopkinton’s Natural History, Vegetation and Wildlife as well as the mission of the OSPC “to protect the Town’s natural resources and scenic views, to create open space links and corridors, and preserve the rural qualities that distinguish Hopkinton from Boston-area suburbs”. (1).
Featured sites in this Trail Guide including maps are Berry Acres, College Rock Park, Whitehall State Park, Cameron Highlands, Phipps Property and HALT Properties. A removable foldout map of featured trails is included. This booklet is available at the Planning Board office, Town Hall for $10.00.

 HOPKINTON AREA LAND TRUST - founded in 1995, is a non-profit conservation organization that works to protect open space through fee acquisitions and conservation restrictions. A goal of HALT is to develop a greenway around Hopkinton by linking various land acquisitions around the Town.

HALT web site can be found on HopNews and gives an overview of all HALT trails. A clear set of these maps is found in the 2007 Hopkinton Women’s Club telephone book. 
HALT trails are located on Cross Street, Fawn Ridge Rd., Frankland Rd., and North Mill Street in East Hopkinton; Fruit Street, Greenwood Rd/Saddle Hill Rd., in Woodville/North Hopkinton. 

HOPKINTON TRAILS CLUB - A group of resident volunteers organized in 2005 with an interest in trails for both hiking and horseback riding have on their web-site, www.HopkintonTrailsClub.com under “documents”, color coded trails maps which can be printed out. Electronically accessed maps on the Hopkinton Trails Club web site shown with colored lines denote trails marked with these corresponding colors. For trails information in surrounding towns look at under “links”, at this web site.

The Hopkinton Trails Club organization is open to all residents, meets once a month provides trail maintenance for many trails in Hopkinton and State Park property and plans monthly group hikes on local trails. Local knowledgeable leaders guide the group hikes and add to the history and lore of the trails. Visit the Trails Club web site for more information. 

MASSACHUSETTS DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION AND RECREATION - (State Parks system) - Provide printed maps at kiosks usually located near the main parking areas. All trails are clearly marked. 

Hopkinton State Park is located on Rt. 85 North near the Southborough town line.

Whitehall State Park is located on Rt. 135 North, just north of Woodville Center/Post Office (see map in OSPC Guide). 

Upton State Park is located on Westborough Rd., north of Pratt’s Pond on left and the intersection of Hopkinton Rd./High Street and Westborough Rd. (turn right onto Westborough Rd.).

LINKS TO MORE INFORMATION AND RESOURCES:
HopNews HALT Trail Maps: www.hopnews.com/hopkinton_land_trust/land_trust.htm 

Town of Hopkinton Web site: www.Hopkinton.org 
Hopkinton Area Land Trust: goldmand@mindspring.com 
Open Space Preservation Commission c/o Conservation Commission, Town Hall

Hopkinton Trails Club: hopkintontrailsclub@yahoo.com 
Pictures, maps and reports: MyHopkinton.org 
Additional Town trails include the Town Forest trails, off Pond Street at the southern tip of Lake Whitehall. The Center Trail (old railroad bed) runs north from Chamberlain to Main Street/West Main Street intersection. 

More trails are located on Town property at the former gravel pit on Fruit Street, in the Woodville section of Hopkinton. 

Continued on next page

TRAIL MARKERS 
The “Weston Nursery Composite Map”, shown on the Hopkinton Trails Club web site, trails are shown in light blue do not have markers posted. Horseback riders use these trails. This is private property and hikers planning to use these trails should request permission from the owners of the property. 
Hopkinton Area Land Trust (HALT) trails are marked via green and white triangular trail markers, either arrows or “HALT property” markers. Trailhead signs may be similarly marked or as in the Karl Mighton trail, head on North Mill St., with a handsome, gilded posting.
Most trails are limited to walking, snowshoeing, X-C skiing and horseback riding. Snowmobiles may use some trails with 4 - 6 inches of snow cover. Look for “usage” signs at trailheads. Most trails abut private land and trail users should be aware and responsible for respecting abutters’ property. 

HIDDEN JEWELS - TRAILS IN HOPKINTON exist for use and enjoyment by residents and visitors for years to come through the continuing efforts of State and local groups and organizations such as Open Space Preservation Commission, Hopkinton Area Land Trust, and Hopkinton Trails Club. 

Hopkinton is a recognized leader in open space protection. All lands listed in Open Space Commission inventory is protected into perpetuity. (2)
Footnotes: (1), (2), Pg.1, Hopkinton Open Space Commission Trail Guide

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------
2007 HALT SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

Recipients for the 2007 scholarships are Chloe Crettien, Amherst Road, and Kate Ito, School Street.  Both young ladies are interested in studying global environmental issues.

Chloe plans to major in environmental sciences and will attend the University of New England in Maine, which has an excellent environmental science program.  At Hopkinton High School she was involved in the Environmental Club, and for some of her part-time jobs worked with plants and gardens.  She believes that through her love of photography she will be able to make others aware of “the treasure that we have in this earth”, a quote from her application essay.

Kate will be attending Skidmore College in Saratoga Springs, New York.  She wants to be involved in the solution of environmental problems throughout the world, such as contamination of freshwater supplies in India and Africa, destruction of the rain forests in South America, as well as the global problems of pollution and warming.  An outdoor person, she was involved in both track and soccer programs at Hopkinton High School, and had a part-time job doing horse-sitting.

We wish our recipients a successful college career, and we hope that they both are able to fulfill their career goals. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

You can take an important step for your community. Offer your leadership, political support, and charitable gifts to a land trust. Better yet, consider donating a conservation easement on your land. It is an investment in the future that offers attractive tax benefits and the satisfaction that the land you love will be protected forever.

APPLICATION AS A FRIEND OF HALT
Individual Friend
$15______

Senior Friend

$10______

Family Friend

$25______

Associate Friend

$50______

Supporting Friend
$100_____

Sustaining Friend
$300_____

Corporate Friend
$500+____

Total Enclosed $______

Name___________________________________

Address_________________________________

City____________________________________

State___________________Zip Code__________

Telephone________________________________

Would you like to volunteer your time or services HALT?

___________________________________________
All contributions to HALT are deducible for income tax purposes.

Make checks payable to:

HOPKINTON AREA LAND TRUST, Inc.

Mail to:

Hopkinton Area Land Trust, Inc.

PO Box 56

Woodville, MA 01784
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